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ADAYafter amanwas arrested for allegedly killing
his wife at their Delhi home because he suspected
shewashaving anaffair, thepolice onTuesday said
thathealsoplannedtomurderthemanwithwhom
hethoughthiswifewas ina relationship.

Hewasonhiswaybacktomurderthemanwhen
hewasarrestedfromKarnalinHaryanaonMonday,
theyadded.

Thedecomposedbodyofthe26-year-oldwoman
wasfoundinsidetheboxofherbed,hermouthcov-
eredwithduct tape. Thebodywasdiscovered after
hermother smelt something foul emanating from
thecouple’s rentedhome.

AccusedDhanraj (28),whoworkedwith a ride-
hailing company, suspected that his wifewas hav-
ing an affair with a 28-year-oldmanwhoworked
withadeliveryapp,thepolicehadsaid.Hehadgone
missing since hiswife’s phonewas found switched
off onDecember29.

DwarkaDCPAnkit Singh said, “Theaccusedhad
murdered his wife on December 29. Hewas plan-
ning to chop her body into pieces and dispose of it.
Afterkillingher,hetapedhermouthaswelltodelay
thedecompositionprocess.”

According to the police, on January 3, Dhanraj
purchased a new SIM card and fled to Agra. “Later,
hecamebacktoDelhiandleftforJaipur.OnSaturday,
he again returned to Delhi andwent to Amritsar. A
daylater,hewascomingbacktoDelhitokilltheman
withwhomhesuspectedhiswifehadanaffairwhen
hewasarrested,” saidSingh.

Earlier,afterkillinghiswife,Dhanrajhadallegedly
gonetohisfriend’shouse.Whilehavingalcoholwith
him,headmittedthathehadkilledhiswife, thepo-
licehadsaid.

“WhenDhanraj learnt that the police had ques-
tioned his friend, he contacted another friend and
tookhishelp to flee,” anofficerhadsaid.

TheDCPhadsaid that thecouplehadbeenmar-
riedforfiveyearsandhaveatwo-year-oldchild,who
is currently livingwithhismaternaluncle.
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INA twist to the ongoing rowover
Delhi chief minister's official resi-
dence at 6, Flag Staff Road at Civil
Lines, thePublicWorksDepartment
(PWD)haswithdrawnitsoffertoal-
lot the bungalow to ChiefMinister
Atishi, as she did not take "physical
possession" of the house for three
months despitemultiple requests
fromthedepartmentandissuanceof
"authorityslip"lastOctober.

In a letter dated January 6, the
PWDhasnowofferedtwochoicesof
accommodation to Atishi —
Bungalow 2 at Raj Niwas and
Bungalow115 at Daryaganj— and
askedhertochoosewithineightdays.

After former Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal vacated the Civil
LinesbungalowonOctober4, 2024,
Atishi had shifted to the house on
October 6.However, shewas asked
tovacate thepremisesonOctober9
bytheofficialsofPWD,adepartment
sheheads.Shevacatedthebungalow
thesameday.

Maintainingthatanofficial“han-
dover”ofthepropertyfromKejriwal
tothedepartmentisyettotakeplace,
PWDofficialshadthensaidthehouse
hasbeensealed.Theofficialshadalso
said that inventoryof thebungalow
wasnot complete andwhile Atishi
was inpossessionof thekeysfor the
bungalow, shedidnothave theoffi-

cialallotmentletter.
The PWDofficially allotted the

housetoAtishionOctober11.Sheac-
cepted the offer onOctober 14. The
'authority slip' was issued by the
PWDonOctober16withvalidityup
toOctober23,2024–duringthispe-
riod,Atishihadtoshifttothebunga-
low."However,thechiefministerdid
not take physical possession of the
bungalow, but only took technical
possession onOctober 23, through
her representative Aswathi
Muralidharan PS (personal secre-
tary)...," the letter stated. The same
day, it added, an emailwas sent to
Atishi, requesting to arrange a joint
visitwithPWDengineerstothebun-
galow. OnOctober 26, a reminder
emailwasissuedbutnoresponsehad
beenreceived,"theletteradded.

Officials said that the inspection
of thebungalowwas carriedout on
December10,2024,anditwasfound
to be in a “very good andhabitable
condition”."Sincenorepairworkwas
required... andhaving declared the
bungalow as habitable... a
'HabitabilityCertificate'wasissued...
Thereafter, the executive engineer
hadrequestedtheCMtotakephysi-
calpossession..,"saidtheletter.

ItaddedthatonDecember18,the
departmentreceivedacommunica-
tionfromtheCMOthattheywantto
inspectthebungalow.Asperthelet-
ter,ajointinspectionwascarriedout
onDecember24and thebungalow
wasfoundina“verygoodandhabit-

able condition”. “...though theCM’s
representative orally suggestedmi-
norrepairworks,noformalcommu-
nicationwasmadefromtheCMO...,"
said the letter, adding that all the14
suggestionsgivenorallybytheCM's
representativewere“attended”to.

“...Asperprovisions... if the allot-
teefailedtotakephysicaloccupation
ofthehousewithinfiveworkingdays
fromthedateofissueof'Habitability
Certificate', the allotment shall be
cancelled automatically," the letter
added.

Itfurthersaidthatthehouseisal-
ready “under investigation”. Last
month,theVigilanceDirectoratehad
askedthePWDtoinitiateaprobeon
whoorwhichorganisationprovided
the “lavish items” foundat thebun-
galow,afteritwasvacatedbyKejriwal

inOctober2024.
"...the need for periodic visits to

the bungalowby investigating/in-
quiringagenciesandPWDengineers
cannotbe ruledout... It is, therefore,
desirable to keep the possession of
thesaidbungalowwithPWD...," the
letteradded.

TheAAP,meanwhile,allegedthat
theBJP-ledCentrehassnatchedaway
theofficialresidenceoftheDelhiCM.
Addressingmediapersons, Atishi
said, "On the night before the an-
nouncement of Delhi elections, the
BJP-led central government, for the
secondtimeinthreemonths, threw
meoutofmyofficialresidence...can-
celedtheallotmentandtookitaway
fromademocratically electedCM...
They earlier removedmine andmy
family’sbelongings,andthrewthem

ontothestreet.TheBJPbelievesthat
by taking awaymyhome, abusing
me,andmakingderogatoryremarks
aboutmy family, they can stop the
workwearedoingforDelhi."

Atishiiscurrentlyinpossessionof
theAB17MathuraRoadbungalow,
whichwasallotted toherwhen she
becameaminister.

Kejriwal,meanwhile, posted on
X: “Within threemonths, BJP again
expelledChiefMinisterAtishiji from
theChiefMinister'sresidence.These
peopleareshowingtheir frustration
byabusingAtishijiandthrowingher
out of the house. BJP is losing the
Delhi elections badly and hence,
these people have resorted to such
dirtypolitics.”

Delhi BJP president Virendra
Sachdeva calledAAP "desperate" to
divert attentionaway fromissuesof
public interest. "CMAtishi, who is
now leftwithonly31days inoffice,
has initiated another chapter in the
bungalowsaga...Shewasallottedthe
bungalowat6FlagStaffRoad,shedid
not take possession... Now, three
months later, she has restarted the
bungalowsaga."

"However...sheseemstohavefor-
gotten that she is already inposses-
sionof AB17MathuraRoadbunga-
low.Butsheseemstohavenooption,
as if she opts for the SheeshMahal,
ArvindKejriwalwill be displeased,
and if she vacates AB 17Mathura
Road house, her relatives staying
therewillgetannoyed,"headded.

NewDelhi:AAPRajya SabhaMP
SanjaySinghTuesdayannounced
thathispartyisreadytoopenthe
doorof‘SheeshMahal’tothepub-
licandinturnchallengedtheBJP
toopenthedoorsofits‘Rajmahal’,
referring toPMNarendraModi's
7,RaceCourseRoadresidence.

TheBJPhasdescribedtheCivil
Linesbungalow, the chiefminis-
ter'sofficial residence, as 'Sheesh
Mahal', having "extravagant lux-
uries" such asmini-bars, golden
toiletsandswimmingpools.

SinghaccusedtheBJPofmis-
leading the public with “false
propaganda” tomalign and im-
prisonAAP leaders. “Thepeople

ofDelhiandtheentirenationde-
servetoknowthetruth,”hesaid.

“Tomorrow, at 11 am,we in-
vitethemediatoinspecttheCM’s
residence alongside us and un-
cover thereality. If theBJPclaims
aretrue, letthemshowthemini-
bar, the swimmingpool, and the
goldentoilet...,”headded.

“After visiting the CM’s resi-
dence,wewillheadtoPMModi’s
Rs2,700-croreRajmahal andex-
pose the grandeur of the ‘king’
who indulges inRs10 lakhpens,
67pairs of shoes, anddiamond-
studdedchandeliersworthRs200
crore,”Singhfurthersaid.
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AS PRIMEMinister NarendraModi,
while launching BJP's election cam-
paign, accused the AAP of only fo-
cussingon ‘SheeshMahal’— theBJP’s
name for the Delhi Chief Minister’s
house that was renovated when
KejriwalwastheCM–thepartyplansto
approachvoterswithamodelreplicat-
ing theCivil Lines bungalow in all the
70constituencies.

Partyleaderssaidtheyhavealready
comeupwith amodel replicating the
bungalow,which has beenmired in
controversy after the investigating

agencies started probing the alleged
"wasteful expenditure",worth Rs 53
crore, on its renovation and construc-
tionwhenKejriwalwastheCM.

"The party is highlighting the
SheeshMahalmatteramongthepub-
lic,showinghowArvindKejriwal,who
callshimselfanaamaadmi,spentpub-
licmoneytolivealavishlife...Now,with
model codeof conduct implemented,
wewillseekpermissionfromtheECto
showcase thesemodels in every con-
stituency... followingwhich the cam-
paignwillbelaunched...”saidDelhiBJP
presidentVirendraSachdeva.

“Wehavemade14models district
wise, showing the items installed like
gym, jacuzzi, spa and others in the

house...andhowmuchhespentonhis
minibarandhislifestyle...,"headded.

Anotherleadersaid,"...Thenextwill
betheliquorscam,howAAPbeatupa
womanMP(SwatiMaliwal) intheCM
residence...portrayinghowAAPdisre-
spectswomen... and corruption com-
mittedbyitsleaders...”

"WewillkeepSheeshMahal inthe
limelight throughout the campaign.
With the campaign intensifying, the
partywillplacethemodels inmarkets
andcolonies,"saidaleader.“Theparty
alsoplanstousecartoonsandposters,
holding skits, plays and socialmedia
campaignstohighlightSheeshMahal,
liquor scam, AAP leaders in jail and
SwatiMaliwalissues,”saidSachdeva.

ATISHI ‘DIDN’TTAKEPHYSICALPOSSESSION’, SAYSPWD;OFFERSHER2OPTIONS

ThebungalowwasvacatedbyArvindKejriwal lastOctober. File

Manheld forwife’s
murder also planned
to kill person she
knew, say police

THECITY 3WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIANEXPRESS,WEDNESDAY, JANUARY8,2025

AAP invites media to inspect
Civil Lines bungalow today

BJP to go to voters with model of ‘Sheesh
Mahal’ in all constituencies, says Sachdeva

PWDrevokesoffer toallotCivil Lineshome toCM
BRIEFLY

Busconductor
killsdriver,
surrenders
withbody
NewDelhi:ADTCbuscon-
ductorsurrenderedtothe
police late Saturdaywith
thebodyofhisfriend,abus
driver, claiming to have
killedhim,thepolicesaid.

The police identified
the accused as Yogesh,
who allegedly killed
ManjeetonSaturdaynight
after an argumentwhile
drinkingalcoholinavanin
OuterNorthDelhi’s Palla
area. “After shooting
Manjeet in the chest,
Yogeshdrovethevanwith
the body to a juvenile
homenear Alipur police
station.Hetoldtheguards
there that hewanted to
surrender,”anofficersaid.
“The guards sent him to
thepolicestation,” theof-
ficeradded.ENS

L-Gnodto
releaseof
grant-in-aid
toDSFDC
NewDelhi:L-GVKSaxena
has approved the release
of grant-in-aid to Delhi
ScheduledCastesFinance
andDevelopmentCorpor-
ation (DSFDC) for pay-
ment of salaries, pending
since last January, a Raj
Niwas statement said on
Tuesday. Saxenahas also
asked the government to
come up with a revival
plan of the now-defunct
corporation, itadded.

The DSFDC offers fi-
nancialassistancetoentre-
preneurs from
SC/ST/OBC/minoritycom-
munities aswell as to the
differently-abled. “...its
(corporation)decline...un-
derline the story of utter
neglectandwilfulmisgov-
ernance in a government
undertaking meant to
helpthemarginalisedsec-
tions...”Saxenawrote.ENS


