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ATISHI ‘DIDN’T TAKE PHYSICAL POSSESSION’, SAYS PWD; OFFERS HER 2 OPTIONS
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Man held for wife’s

— BRIEFLY —

Bus conductor
kills driver,
surrenders
with body

New Delhi: ADTCbus con-
ductor surrendered to the
police late Saturday with
the body of his friend, abus
driver, claiming to have
killed him, the police said.
The police identified
the accused as Yogesh,
who allegedly killed
Manjeet on Saturday night
after an argument while
drinkingalcoholinavanin
Outer North Delhi’s Palla
area. “After shooting
Manjeet in the chest,
Yogeshdrove the vanwith
the body to a juvenile
home near Alipur police
station. He told the guards
there that he wanted to
surrender,” an officer said.
“The guards sent him to
the police station,” the of-
ficeradded.ENS

L-Gnodto
release of
grant-in-aid
toDSFDC

New Delhi: .-GV KSaxena
has approved the release
of grant-in-aid to Delhi
Scheduled Castes Finance
and Development Corpor-
ation (DSFDC) for pay-
ment of salaries, pending
since last January, a Raj
Niwas statement said on
Tuesday. Saxena has also
asked the government to
come up with a revival
plan of the now-defunct
corporation, itadded.
The DSFDC offers fi-
nancial assistance to entre-
preneurs from
SC/ST/OBC/minority com-
munities as well as to the
differently-abled. “...its
(corporation)decline...un-
derline the story of utter
neglect and wilful misgov-
ernance in a government
undertaking meant to
help the marginalised sec-
tions...” Saxena wrote. ENS

PWD revokes offer to allot Civil Lines home to CM

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY7

IN A twist to the ongoing row over
Delhi chief minister's official resi-
dence at 6, Flag Staff Road at Civil
Lines, the Public Works Department
(PWD) has withdrawn its offer to al-
lot the bungalow to Chief Minister
Atishi, as she did not take "physical
possession” of the house for three
months despite multiple requests
from the department and issuance of
"authority slip" last October.

In a letter dated January 6, the
PWD has now offered two choices of
accommodation to Atishi —
Bungalow 2 at Raj Niwas and
Bungalow 115 at Daryaganj — and
asked her to choose within eight days.

After former Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal vacated the Civil
Lines bungalow on October 4, 2024,
Atishi had shifted to the house on
October 6. However, she was asked
to vacate the premises on October 9
by the officials of PWD, a department
she heads. She vacated the bungalow
the same day.

Maintaining thatan official “han-
dover” of the property from Kejriwal
tothe department s yet to take place,
PWD officials had then said the house
hasbeen sealed. The officials had also
said that inventory of the bungalow
was not complete and while Atishi
was in possession of the keys for the
bungalow, she did not have the offi-

AAP invites media to inspect
Civil Lines bungalow today

New Delhi: AAP Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Singh Tuesday announced
that his party is ready to open the
door of ‘Sheesh Mahal to the pub-
licand in turn challenged the BJP
toopen the doors of its ‘Rajmahal’,
referring to PM Narendra Modi's
7,Race Course Road residence.
TheBJP has described the Civil
Lines bungalow, the chief minis-
ter's official residence, as 'Sheesh
Mahal', having "extravagant lux-
uries" such as mini-bars, golden
toilets and swimming pools.
Singh accused the BJP of mis-
leading the public with “false
propaganda” to malign and im-
prison AAP leaders. “The people

cial allotment letter.

The PWD officially allotted the
house to Atishion October 11. She ac-
cepted the offer on October 14. The
"authority slip’ was issued by the
PWD on October 16 with validity up
to October 23,2024 - during this pe-
riod, Atishi had to shift to the bunga-
low."However, the chief minister did
not take physical possession of the
bungalow, but only took technical
possession on October 23, through
her representative  Aswathi
Muralidharan PS (personal secre-
tary)...," the letter stated. The same
day, it added, an email was sent to
Atishi, requesting to arrange a joint
visit with PWD engineers to the bun-
galow. On October 26, a reminder
email wasissued but noresponse had
been received," the letter added.

Officials said that the inspection
of the bungalow was carried out on
December 10,2024, and it was found
to be in a “very good and habitable
condition”."Since no repair work was
required... and having declared the
bungalow as habitable.. a
"Habitability Certificate was issued...
Thereafter, the executive engineer
had requested the CM to take physi-
cal possession..," said the letter.

Itadded thaton December 18, the
department received a communica-
tion from the CMO that they want to
inspect the bungalow. As per the let-
ter,ajointinspection was carried out
on December 24 and the bungalow
was found ina “very good and habit-

The bungalow was vacated by Arvind Kejriwal last October. File

able condition”. “...though the CM’s
representative orally suggested mi-
nor repair works, no formal commu-
nication was made from the CMO...,"
said the letter, adding that all the 14
suggestions given orally by the CM's
representative were “attended” to.

“..As per provisions.. if the allot-
tee failed to take physical occupation
of the house within five working days
from the date of issue of 'Habitability
Certificate', the allotment shall be
cancelled automatically,” the letter
added.

Itfurther said that the houseis al-
ready “under investigation”. Last
month, the Vigilance Directorate had
asked the PWD to initiate a probe on
who or which organisation provided
the “lavish items” found at the bun-
galow, afterit was vacated by Kejriwal

in October 2024.

"...the need for periodic visits to
the bungalow by investigating/in-
quiring agencies and PWD engineers
cannot be ruled out... It is, therefore,
desirable to keep the possession of
the said bungalow with PWD..,," the
letter added.

The AAP, meanwhile, alleged that
the BJP-led Centre has snatched away
the official residence of the Delhi CM.
Addressing mediapersons, Atishi
said, "On the night before the an-
nouncement of Delhi elections, the
BJP-led central government, for the
second time in three months, threw
me outof my official residence...can-
celed the allotment and took it away
from a democratically elected CM...
They earlier removed mine and my
family’s belongings, and threw them

of Delhi and the entire nation de-
serve to know the truth,” he said.

“Tomorrow, at 11 am, we in-
vite the media toinspect the CM’s
residence alongside us and un-
cover the reality. If the BJP claims
are true, let them show the mini-
bar, the swimming pool, and the
goldentoilet..,” he added.

“After visiting the CM’s resi-
dence, we will head to PM Modi’s
Rs 2,700-crore Rajmahal and ex-
pose the grandeur of the ‘king’
who indulges in Rs 10 lakh pens,
67 pairs of shoes, and diamond-
studded chandeliers worth Rs 200
crore,” Singh further said.
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GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 7

AS PRIME Minister Narendra Modi,
while launching BJP's election cam-
paign, accused the AAP of only fo-
cussing on ‘Sheesh Mahal’ — the BJP's
name for the Delhi Chief Minister’s
house that was renovated when
Kejriwal was the CM - the party plans to
approach voters with amodel replicat-
ing the Civil Lines bungalow in all the
70 constituencies.

Party leaders said they have already
come up with a model replicating the
bungalow, which has been mired in
controversy after the investigating

agencies started probing the alleged
"wasteful expenditure”, worth Rs 53
crore, on its renovation and construc-
tion when Kejriwal was the CM.

"The party is highlighting the
Sheesh Mahal matter among the pub-
lic, showing how Arvind Kejriwal, who
calls himself an aam aadmi, spent pub-
licmoney tolive alavishife... Now, with
model code of conduct implemented,
we will seek permission from the ECto
showcase these models in every con-
stituency... following which the cam-
paign will be launched...” said Delhi BJP
president Virendra Sachdeva.

“We have made 14 models district
wise, showing the items installed like
gym, jacuzzi, spa and others in the

onto the street. The BJP believes that
by taking away my home, abusing
me, and making derogatory remarks
about my family, they can stop the
work we are doing for Delhi."

Atishiis currently in possession of
the AB 17 Mathura Road bungalow,
which was allotted to her when she
became a minister.

Kejriwal, meanwhile, posted on
X: “Within three months, BJP again
expelled Chief Minister Atishiji from
the Chief Minister's residence. These
people are showing their frustration
by abusing Atishiji and throwing her
out of the house. BJP is losing the
Delhi elections badly and hence,
these people have resorted to such
dirty politics.”

Delhi BJP president Virendra
Sachdeva called AAP "desperate” to
divert attention away from issues of
public interest. "CM Atishi, who is
now left with only 31 days in office,
has initiated another chapter in the
bungalow saga... She was allotted the
bungalow at 6 Flag Staff Road, she did
not take possession... Now, three
months later, she has restarted the
bungalow saga."

"However...she seems to have for-
gotten that she is already in posses-
sion of AB 17 Mathura Road bunga-
low. But she seems to have no option,
as if she opts for the Sheesh Mahal,
Arvind Kejriwal will be displeased,
and if she vacates AB 17 Mathura
Road house, her relatives staying
there will get annoyed," he added.

BJP to go to voters with model of ‘Sheesh
Mahal’ in all constituencies, says Sachdeva

house...and how much he spent on his
mini bar and his lifestyle..." he added.

Anotherleadersaid,"..The next will
be the liquor scam, how AAP beat up a
woman MP (Swati Maliwal) in the CM
residence... portraying how AAP disre-
spects women... and corruption com-
mitted by its leaders...”

"We will keep Sheesh Mahal in the
limelight throughout the campaign.
With the campaign intensifying, the
party will place the models in markets
and colonies," said a leader. “The party
also plans to use cartoons and posters,
holding skits, plays and social media
campaigns to highlight Sheesh Mahal,
liquor scam, AAP leaders in jail and
Swati Maliwalissues,” said Sachdeva.

murder also planned
to kill person she
knew, say police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 7

A DAY after a man was arrested for allegedly killing
his wife at their Delhi home because he suspected
she was having an affair, the police on Tuesday said
that he also planned to murder the man with whom
he thought his wife was in a relationship.

He was on his way back to murder the man when
he was arrested from Karnal in Haryana on Monday,
they added.

The decomposed body of the 26-year-old woman
was found inside the box of her bed, her mouth cov-
ered with duct tape. The body was discovered after
her mother smelt something foul emanating from
the couple’s rented home.

Accused Dhanraj (28), who worked with a ride-
hailing company, suspected that his wife was hav-
ing an affair with a 28-year-old man who worked
withadelivery app, the police had said. He had gone
missing since his wife’s phone was found switched
off on December 29.

Dwarka DCP Ankit Singh said, “The accused had
murdered his wife on December 29. He was plan-
ning to chop her body into pieces and dispose of it.
After killing her, he taped her mouth as well to delay
the decomposition process.”

According to the police, on January 3, Dhanraj
purchased a new SIM card and fled to Agra. “Later,
he came back to Delhi and left for Jaipur. On Saturday;,
he again returned to Delhi and went to Amritsar. A
day later, he was coming back to Delhi to kill the man
with whom he suspected his wife had an affairwhen
he was arrested,” said Singh.

Earlier, after killing his wife, Dhanraj had allegedly
gone to his friend’s house. While having alcohol with
him, he admitted that he had killed his wife, the po-
lice had said.

“When Dhanraj learnt that the police had ques-
tioned his friend, he contacted another friend and
took his help to flee,” an officer had said.

The DCP had said that the couple had been mar-
ried for five years and have a two-year-old child, who
is currently living with his maternal uncle.

BUNGALOW FOR SALE

4000 Su.Yards
(14,000 Sa.Feet Built-up)
Swimming Pool, Beautiful Location.
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onalika: The Impossible Indian Success Story

Sh. L. D. MITTAL 4 .
I Chairman - Sonalika Group .. I

India is blessed with visionaries whose relentless efforts
have left an indelible mark and touched the heights of
success. In a candid conversation, the visionary tractor
titan, Sh. L. D. Mittal, Chairman of Sonalika Tractors,
shares how his dream of empowering the farming
community became the cornerstone of this unbelievable
Indian success story.

Q. Sonalika's growth story is unbelievable. What is the
success mantra behind this?

Sonalika was born in a small non-industrial town of Hoshiarpur
in Punjab and has risen to be in the list of Fortune 500 India
2024 Largest Companies with an overall turnover of estimated
US $1.1Bn. This is beyond imagination, yet true. What brought
us here is a strong belief of providing global technologies to our
farmers to ease their work and enhance farm productivity,
irrespective of the scale of operations. Since inception the
foundation of Sonalika is built on 3 philosophies - Offer
best product and services to our customers, prioritise
stakeholder interest and do business with highest
standards of ethics and take no shortcuts for excellence.

Inthe early days when we started manufacturing threshers, we
were clear that we had to give the best products, often making
cost a secondary consideration. The approach helped us to
win the confidence of the farmers and understand their needs
intimately. We were overwhelmed with their response and they
requested us to make superior quality tractors as well. This
encouraged us to enter the tractors business in1995. There
has been no looking back ever since with Sonalika winning the
hearts of millions of farmers across the country and globally
with its customer-centric approach to provide high quality
tractors, backed by a reliable service and spares support.

We made this tougher by imposing our own self-discipline in
business principles and conviction to grow with our self-
resources. The ride was not easy and, often, there were

questions of survival.
However, on each
occasion we emerged
stronger by sticking to our
principle of remaining
debt-free. This has
helped us in thinking
differently and doing
things differently that has
made us self-reliant. We
started with no
manufacturing plant or
R&D, but a firm belief that what we were doing is right as |
firmly believe that'Koshish karne walon ki kabhi haar nahi hoti'.
This approach has kept us focused in design and develop our
own farm technologies to offer varied solutions for each
customer segment.

Turnover US $1.1 bn

A Debt-Free Approach
since inception

3 core philosophies -
best products & services,
prioritizing stakeholders
& an ethical approach
with no shortcuts.

The success of our customers has led the company to record
numerous milestones in the journey so far that cannot be
expressed in words. We take pride in being the No. 1 tractor
export brand from India, operating under a proud Indian name,

tractors a month today. We are always close to our customers
and ensure that we understand their growing needs and
quickly improve our products to meet the requirement.

During the initial years our requests to our suppliers for
modifications in engines and other aggregates were not
entertained by them on account of our low volumes. That is
when we decided to build our own capabilities to make tractor
components in-house, be it engines, transmissions, sheet
metal, gear box and so on to ensure that the necessary
modifications are done quickly and needs of our customers are
fulfilled. Eventually, the demand for our heavy-duty tractors
kept increasing exponentially and became so high that we
decided to expand our manufacturing prowess which today is
the World's No.1 fully integrated tractor plant in Hoshiarpur.
This state-of-the-art manufacturing plant rolls out 1 tractor
every 2 minutes, backed by robotic operations and automated
production lines which are flexible to make different engines
and transmission on the same assembly line. Till date, the
plant remains unmatched in its capacities. Today, we develop
over 2,000 models catering to specific needs of domestic and
export markets.

SONALIKA

RECOGNIZED AMONGST
INDIA'S LARGEST
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rather than being a contract manufacturer to an outside brand.
Our exports market share is nearly double of the next
competitor with presence over 150+ countries. In India - the
world's biggest tractor market, we are the 3rd largest tractor
brand that strives for excellence in every aspect of the
agriculture sector and consistently surpasses industry growth,
astatementof trust that customers have in us.

Q. How did you make sure to deliver the best solutions to
the customers and stay true to your philosophy?

We have continued to strengthen our belief to deliver the best
in everything that we do irrespective to the scale of business -
be it the initial volume of 100 tractors a month to nearly 15,000

International Tractors Limited I E L

We continue to work closely with our vendors and handhold
them in setting up their manufacturing base in Hoshiarpur. This
has helped us to create a complete business ecosystem
around our factory. To further enhance our technical expertise
and offer the best solutions to customers, we tied up with
global companies such as Renault & Yanmar.

| feel delighted to see happy faces of the farming community
and it keeps me inspired to do everything that can to simplify
their lives and support and make their life better. Delivering top
quality products and services that consistently exceed
customer expectations has been our No. 1 priority. We stand
committed to innovate continuously and address every

Advertorial

farmer's needs and keep refining our strategies to deliver
supreme customer satisfaction.

Q. What is the philosophy of Sonalika towards its
stakeholders?

Sonalika believes that everyone who is associated with us is a
part of 'One Big family and everyone is important'. One case in
pointis the COVID-19 pandemic that tested industries globally,
and Sonalika was no exception. However, Sonalika stood as a
shining example of resilience and care for its partners. We
prioritized employees by paying their salaries in advance
during uncertain times and did not lay-off a single worker.
Every supplier was paid-off on time and even in advance so
that they too could take care of their employees and business
needs. Sonalika takes pride in its family-oriented culture,
which has helped us to navigate challenging times with unity
and strength.

Our decisions and actions are guided by the core values of
integrity, empathy and accountability. These shared values
uphold ethical standards, fostering trust and credibility for our
stakeholders, creating an all-inclusive environment of
transparency and commitment.

The philosophy has gone a long way in building a performance
led work culture that believes in teamwork and its only purpose
is to improve every day. We have examples of employees who
started with us and are head of departments now, dealers who
started as small businessmen and have turned into business
tycoons and suppliers who have grown big with us. The
Sonalika family is built on trust and that converts into loyalty
and dedication towards our business. Numbers will keep
growing, what is more important for us is our belief in our
people. We are proud of the family of over 8,000 employees
and over 20,000 vendors & dealers.

Sonalika is committed to be a trustworthy partner of over 17
lakh farmers globally. It not only provides best in class tractors
but also believes in transparency in its dealings with the
farmers. It is the only company that displays its tractor prices
on its website unlike many other tractor companies. The
company has also ventured into NBFC services to assist
farmers with financing options.

Q. Whatis your message to aspiring entrepreneurs?

“Ae jazba-e-dil agar main chahun har cheez mugammil ho

jaaye, manzil ke liye do kadam chalun aur samne manzil aa
jaaye' — these words by Mirza Ghalib inspire me work hard
every day and yet believe that there is no shortcut to success.
Focus on hard work and execution over mere ideas and
presentation skills. True success lies in persistence and action
rather than waiting for external validation or funding. Take
ownership of your future!

In conclusion, we believe that farmers' prosperity is integral
to the growth of not just the tractor industry but also the
economy as a whole. Sonalika remains committed to its vision
of empowering farmers and achieving sustainable growth. |
believe my journey will be fulfilling when 'Kisan Ka beta bhi
Kisan banna chahega.’




